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2. j^] Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

The matter common to claims 1 to 23 resides in collecting saliva from 
the oral cavity of a subject, measuring the chemical properties of the 
saliva and then estimating the dental decay risk based on the measurement 
data . 

As the results of . the search, however, it was found out that the above 
constitution is disclosed in the document JP 57-175129 A (Kabushiki 
Kaisha Kyoto Daiichi Kagaku) which is presented as a conventional 
estimation method in the description of the present case (page 2, line 
15 to page 3, line 7) . Therefore, it is obvious that the above 
constitution is not novel . 

As a result, the above constitution falls within the category of the 
prior art and, therefore, this common matter .( collecting saliva from 
the oral cavity of a subject, measuring the chemical properties of the 
saliva and then estimating the dental decay risk based on the measurement 
data) cannot be regarded as a special technical feature in the meaning 
as described in the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 

Accordingly, there is no matter common to all claims. 

Since there is no other matter seemingly considered as a special 
technical feature in the meaning as described in the second sentence 
of PCT Rule 13.2, no technical relevancy in the meaning as described 
in PCT Rule 13 can be found out among these inventions different from 
each other. 

Such being the case, the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 23 
clearly fail to fulfill the requirement of unity of invention. 
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